
5 All the descendants of Jacob were seventy
persons; Joseph was already in Egypt. 6 Then
Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that
generation. 7 But the people of Israel were fruitful
and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew
exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled
with them
8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did
not know Joseph. 9 And he said to his people,
“Behold, the people of Israel are too many and too
mighty for us. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with
them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out,
they join our enemies and fight against us and
escape from the land.”

Exodus 1:6-10

2) Scripture

Ground Rules

BE OPEN. BE HONEST. BE SLOW TO SPEAK. QUICK TO LISTEN. SLOW TO BECOME
ANGRY.This is a community that exists to be with you, for you. We know that real

change happens when we take risks with our vulnerability (whether we like to admit it
or not). So, show up. Respect each other. Learn from each other. When you come upon

a question, ask it out loud and discuss it. Pray together...like now. Actually open in
prayer. 

United Groups

-What is something God
is teaching you? 

-How is it with your
soul? (How are you
really?)

-What is preventing you
from being in the type of
relationship with Jesus
that you want to be in?

-What can help you stay
accountable this week?  

1) Check In

-Why do you think the
book of Exodus begins
with the lineage of
Joseph?

-What are your initial
thoughts on the
scripture? 

 

3) Think about This

EXODUS



4) Read to Learn

 In certain situations our lack of knowledge pertaining to a topic
or subject can often shield us from nuances that can trouble us
or cause painful confusion.  

But other times, ignorance can lead us down a road that is
destructive not only to ourselves but to others around us.  When
we make decisions without the proper knowledge of what it is
we are actually deciding to do, very rarely do things end with
the best outcome.  That is understandable though right?  How
can we make good decisions if we have no clue what we are
doing? 

This is how the story of Exodus begins.  Joseph, a Hebrew, made
his way up the ranks of the Egyptian government by
interpreting Pharaoh’s dreams and was eventually made the #2
in command.  However, as time passed and Joseph had long
been gone, the significance of Joseph had faded to the point
where eventually people no longer knew who he was.  In 1:8 it
says “Now there arose a new king over Egypt who did not know
Joseph”.  This is a verse that is really easy for us to gloss over in
order to get to the meat of the story but it is actually extremely
significant.  It is simply Pharaoh’s ignorance to the history of his
own country that led to the enslavement of thousands of
Hebrew people.  It is this same ignorance that led him to believe
that the large number of Israelites were a force of evil that had
to be dealt with violently when in actuality this was never the
case.  

We are quick to jump on characters in scripture like this
Pharaoh with obvious character flaws.  However, there is a very
real and relevant message that we see from the start of the
book; knowing our past is a direct reflection of the success of
our future.  Unless we know who we are and where we have
come from it grows increasingly hard to move forward.  Our
identity then begins to switch and we no longer look or act the
way we used to or even the way we were supposed to.

A CLOSER LOOK 

But what does this all mean?  Well, it can mean a few
things.  Firstly, this is a point in favor of the necessity
for us reading and knowing scripture.  Scripture is the
inspired Word of God.  In it we see how we are called to
live and our lineage that links us to God.  Secondly, and
perhaps most importantly, it is a call for us to not accept
ignorance in our relationship with God.  This points back
to scripture but also it points to every way we as
humans attempt to know God and understand His call
on our lives.  While our finitude limits what we can fully
know about God, the effort ultimately is what matters. 
 Making mistakes is a natural part of life, but being able
to look back at our past and realizing the error of our
ways allows us to then move forward with a better
understanding of how we are called to live and grow in
our relationship with God.  To know God is to know who
we are and the life that we are called to live.      

Part of the reason for joining a United Group is to grow
in your faith and move forward in a way that is better
than the past.  Being in a community of people who are
all working towards growth is critical to establish where
we ourselves are going.  However, part of that is
knowing where we came from.  Our prayer for you this
semester is that as you explore the book of Exodus and
form new relationships or grow old ones, you will strive
to know God with all your heart as that is the key to
living into the purpose for which we were created.

5) Read to

Understand

-What are some ways that you want to grow in your
knowledge of God this semester?  

-How can we as a community reflect on our past in
order to grow in the future?

- What are some things that you've attached your
identity to that are different from who God called you
to be?

6) Discuss
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